
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF CHILDREN’S BOOKS ON THE 

SUBJECT OF BOTANY 
 

 
STORIES ABOUT PLANTS AND FLOWERS AND SEEDS 

(These are fiction with some elements of reality!) 
 

Anthony, Joseph. The Dandelion Seed. Illustrated by Chris Arbo. Dawn 

Publications, 1998. ISBN: 1-883220-66-1 (hardcover); 1-883220-67-X 
(softcover). Ages 3+ 

 

Barker, Cicely Mary. The Complete Book of the Flower Fairies. 
                                 The Girl’s Book of Flower Fairies. 
                                   A Deluxe Book of Flower Fairies. 
                                   How to Find Flower Fairies. 
                                   Flower Fairies Alphabet. 
                                   Flower Fairies of the Trees. 
AND many, many more Flower Fairy books by this English artist who 
drew botanically correct plants, trees and flowers. 

Warne Publishers over several years. Ages 1+. 
 

Beskow, Elsa. The Flower’s Festival. Floris Books, 1991. ISBN: 0-86315-
120-5. 
Ages 6+. 

            Woody, Hazel and Little Pip. Floris Books, 1990. ISBN: 0-
86315-109-4. Ages 6+. 

 
Bunting, Eve. Sunflower House. Illustrated by Kathryn Hewitt. Harcourt, 

Brace & Company, 1996. ISBN: 0-15-201952-9. Ages 3+. 
 
Bruchac, Joseph. Native Plant Stories. Fulcrum Publishing, 1995. ISBN: 

978 1555912123. Ages 12+. 
 

Carle, Eric. The Tiny Seed. Little Simon, 2009. ISBN: 978-1416979173 

Ages 4+. 
 

Cherry, Lynn. The Dragon and the Unicorn. Harcourt, 1995. ISBN: 
0152241930. 

Ages 6/7+. 
 
Cooney, Barbara. Miss Rumphius. Viking Press, 1982. ISBN: 0-670-

47958-6. All ages. 
 



Corderoy, Tracey. A Flower in the Snow. Illustrated by Sophie Allsop. 
Sourcebooks, Inc. 2012. ISBN:9781402277405. Ages 4+. 

 
Davies, Nicola. Outside Your Window – A First Book of Nature. Illustrated 

by Mark Hearld. Candlewick Press, 2012. ISBN: 9780763455495. Ages 
5+. 
 

DePaola, Tomie. The Legend of Bluebonnet. Puffin, 1996. ISBN: 978-
0658113596. 

Ages 4+. 
 

     The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush. Puffin, 1996. ISBN: 
978-0658113602. Ages 4+. 
 

     The Legend of the Poinsettia. Puffin, 1997. ISBN: 978-
0698115675. Ages 4+. 

 
Dr. Seuss. The Bippolo Seed and Other Lost Stories. Ransom House, 2011. 
ISBN: 978-0-375-86435-3. Ages 6+. 

 
Ehlert, Lois. Leaf Man. Harcourt, Inc., 2005. ISBN: 0152053042. Ages 3+. 

 
Ellwand, David. Cinderlily – A Floral Fairy Tale. Candlewick Press, 2003. 

ISBN: 076362328-8. Ages 5+. 
 
Fogliano, Julie. And then it’s spring. Illustrated by Erin E. Stead. Roaring 

Brook Press, 2012. ISBN: 9781596436244. Ages 4/5+. 
 

Galbraith, Kathryn O. Planting the Wild Garden. Illustrated by Wendy 
Anderson Halprin. Peachtree Publishers, 2011. ISBN: 1561455636. Ages 
6+. 

 
Guiberson, Brenda Z. Cactus Hotel. Illustrated by Megan Lloyd. Henry 

Holt and Co., 1991. ISBN: 0805013334. Ages 5+. 
 
Henkes, Kevin. Chrysanthemum. Greenwillow, 1991. ISBN: 0688096999. 

Ages 4+. 
 

Hopkinson, Deborah. A Packet of Seeds. Illustrated by Bethanne 
Anderson. Harper Collins, 2004. ISBN: 0-06-009089-8. Ages 5+. 

 
Jaffe, Nina. The Golden Flower: A Taino Myth from Puerto Rico. Illustrated 
by Enrique O. Sanchez. Pinata Books, 2005. ISBN: 978-1558854529. 

Ages 4+. 
 



Krauss, Ruth. The Carrot Seed. Illustrated by Crockett Johnson. Harper 
Collins, 2004. ISBN: 0-06-023350-8. Ages 2+. 

 
Lobel, Anita. Alison’s Zinna. Greenwillow, 1996. ISBN: 0688147372. Ages 

4+. 
 
Ludy,  Mark. The Flower man. Green Pastures Publishing, 2005. ISBN: 

0966427645. Ages: 5+. 
 

Madden, Eric. The King and the Seed. Illustrated by Paul Hess. Frances 

Lincoln, Ltd., 2009. ISBN: 978-1-85407926-0. Ages 5+. 
 

Noyes, Deborah. Hana in the Time of Tulips. Illustrated by Bagram 

Ibatoulline. Candlewick Press, 2004. ISBN: 0763618756. Ages 7/8+. 
 
Ray, Jane. The Apple-Pip Princess. Candlewick Press, 2008. ISBN: 

9780763637477. Ages 4/5+. 
 

Stein-Aubert. The Blossom’s Ball. Illustrated by Virginie Peyre. Tricycle 
Press, 2003. ISBN: 1-58246-096-5. Ages 5+. 

 
Stevens, Janet. Tops and Bottoms. Harcourt Children’s Books, 1995. ISBN: 
978 0152928513. Ages 4+. 
 
Von Olfers, Sibylle. Mother Earth and Her Children – A Quilted Fairy Tale. 
Illustrated by Sieglinde Schoen Smith. Breckling Press 2008. ISBN: 978 
1 933308 18 0. Ages 3+. 
 

Waddell, martin. Farmer Duck. Illustrated by Helen Oxenbury. Walker 
Books, 1999. ISBN: 0744519284. Ages 3+. 
 

Wheeler, Eliza. Miss Maple's Seeds. Penguin Young Reader Group, 2013. 
ISBN: 978-0-399-25792-6. Ages 4+. 
 

Wojtowicz, Jen. The Boy Who Grew Flowers. Illustrated by Steve Adams. 
Barefoot Books, 2005. ISBN: 1-84148-686-8. Ages 5+. 
 

 
 

NON-FICTION PLANT STORIES 
 

Ashton, Dianna Hutts. A Seed is Sleepy. Chronicle Books, 2007. ISBN: 

9780811855204. Ages 4/5+. 
 

Bang, Molly and Chisholm, Penny. Living Sunlight – How Plants Bring the 
Earth to Life. Scholastic, 2009. ISBN: 978-0-545-04422-6. Ages 4+. 



 
Ehlert, Lois. Eating the Alphabet. Harcourt, Inc., 1989. ISBN: 0-15-

224436-0. Ages 2+. 
                    Growing Vegetable Soup. Harcourt, 1987. ISBN: 0-15-

2325751. Ages 3+. 
                    Pie in the Sky. Harcourt, Inc, 2004. ISBN: 0-15- 2165843. 

Ages 4+. 
                    Planting a Rainbow. Harcourt, Inc., 1988. ISBN: 0-15-
262609-3. Ages 3+. 
 

Fredricks, Anthony D. On One Flower – Butterflies, Ticks and a Few More 
Icks. Dawn Press, 2006. ISBN: 1-58469-086-0. Ages 4+. 

 
Goodman, Emily. Plant Secrets. Illustrated by Phyllis L. Tildes. 

Charlesbridge, 2009. ISBN: 978-1-58089-205-6 (softcover); 978-1-
508089-204-9. Ages 5+. 
 

Heller, Ruth. The Reason For a Flower. Puffin/softcover; ISBN: 978-0-
698115590. Turtleback/hardcover: ISBN: 978-0-833590008. Ages 5+. 

 
Roemer, Heidi. What Kinds of Seeds Are These? Illustrated by Olena 

Kassian. Northwood, 2006. ISBN: 1-55971-955-9. Ages 4+. 
 
Schaefer, Lola M. Pick, Pull, Snap – Where Once a Flower Bloomed. 
Illustrated by Lindsay Barrett George. Greenwillow Books, 2003. ISBN: 0-
688-17834-0. Ages 5+. 

 
Speirst, John.  Illustrated by Patricia Reif. Magic School Bus Plants Seeds 
– A Book About How Living Things Grow. Scholastic, 1995. ISBN: 978 
0590222969. Ages 4+. 
 

 
 

STORIES ABOUT PLANT PRODUCTS 

 

Beskow, Elsa. Peter in Blueberry Land. Floris Books, 2005. ISBN: 0-

86315-050-0. Ages 4+ 

            Christopher’s Harvest Time. Floris Books, 0-86315-151-5. 
Ages 7+. 

 
Bruchac, Joseph. The First Strawberries – A Cherokee Story. Dial 1993. 

ISBN: 0-8037-1331-2 (hardcover). Puffin 1998. ISBN: 0140564098 
(Softcover). Ages 3+ 

 

Hall, Zoe. The Apple Pie Tree. Illustrated by Shari Halpern. The Blue Sky 
Press (Scholastic), 1996. ISBN:978-0-590-62382-7. 



 
Haas, Jesse. Sugaring. Illustrated by Jos. A. Smith. Greenwillow Books, 

1996. ISBN: 9780688142001. Ages 4/5+. 
 

Hopkinson, Deborah. Apples to Oregon. Illustrated by Nancy Carpenter. 
Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2003. ISBN: 0-689-84769-6. 
Ages 4+. 

 
Hippely, Hilary Horder. A Song for Lena. Illustrated by Leslie Baker. 

Simon & Schuster, 2011 (softcover). ISBN: 1442429461. Ages 4+ 

 

McCloskey, Robert. Blueberries for Sal.  Viking Press, 1948, 1976. ISBN: 
978-0-670-17591-8. Ages: ALL. 
 

Miller, Pat Zietlow and Wilsdorf, Anne. Sophie’s Squash. Schwartz and 
Wade, 2013. ISBN: 9780307978967. Ages 4+. 

 
Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. Sweet Strawberries. Illustrated by Rosalind 
Charney Kaye. Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 1999. ISBN: 0-689-

81338-4. Ages 4+. 
 

Purmell, Ann. Maple Syrup Season. Illustrated by Jill Weber. Holiday 
House 2008. ISBN: 082341891X. Ages 4+. 
 

Reynolds, Cynthia Furlong. M is for Maple Syrup – A Vermont Alphabet. 
Illustrated by Ginny Joyner. Sleeping Bear Press, 2005. ISBN: 1-58536-

030-9. Ages 3+. 
 

Tudor, Tasha. Pumpkin Moonshine. Simon and Schuster, 2001. ISBN: 0-
689-82846-2. Ages 3+. 
 

Wittstock, Laura Waterman. Ininatig’s Gift of Sugar – Traditional Native 
Sugarmaking. Lerner Publications Company, 1993. ISBN: 0-8225-2653-0. 

Ages 6+. 
 
Zagwyn, Deborah Turney. Apple batter. Tricycle Press, 1999. ISBN: 

9781883672928. Ages 5/6+. 
 

 
BIOGRAPHIES 

 

Anholt, Laurence. Camille and the Sunflowers – A Story About Vincent 
Van Gogh. Barron’s Educational Series, 1994. ISBN: 0812064097. Ages 

5/6+. 



    Van Gogh and the Sunflowers. 2007.  ISBN: 
0764138545. Ages 5/6+. 

                             The Magical Garden of Claude Monet. 2007.  ISBN: 
0764138553. Ages 5/6+. 

 
Croll, Carolyn. Redoute, The Man Who Painted Flowers. Putnam, 1996. 

ISBN: 0-399-22606-0. Ages 8+. 
 
Marzollo, Jean. Little Plant Doctor – A Story About George Washington 
Carver. Illustrated by Ken Wilson-Max. Holiday House, 2011. ISBN: 978 
0823423255. Ages 5+. 

 
Ray, Deborah Kogan. The Flower Hunter – William Bartram, America’s 
First Naturalist. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2003. ISBN: 9-780374-345891. 
Ages 7+. 
 

Books about Wangari: 
Johnson, Jen Cullerton. Wangari’s Gift to the World. Illustrated by Sonia 

Lynn Sadler. Lee & Low Books, 2010. ISBN: 160060367X. Ages 7+. 
 
Nivola, Claire A. Planting the Trees of Kenya – The Story of Wangari. 
Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2008. ISBN: 0374399182. Ages 5+. 
 

Winter, Jeanette. Wangari’s Trees of Peace – A True Story From Africa 
Harcourt, 2008. ISBN: 0152065458. Ages 4/5+. 

 
 
 

STORIES ABOUT NATURE & PLANTS 
 

Anderson, Lena. Nicky the Nature Detective. Illustrated by Ulf 

Svedberg.R&S Books, 1988. Ages 7+. 
 

Cole, Henry. I Took a Walk. Greenwillow Books, 1998. ISBN: 0-688-
15115-9. Ages 3+. 

 
Curran, Eileen. Life in the Meadow. Illustrated by James Watling. Out of 
Print, but well worth finding. Ages 3+. 

 
Forster, Hilde. Milo The Woodland Gnome. Illustrated by Felicitas Kuhn. 

Hearth Song, 2001. ISBN: 3700440502. Ages 3+. 
 
Frost, Helen. Step Gently Out. Illustrated by Rick Lieder. Candlewick 

Press, 2012. ISBN: 9780763656010. Ages 2 – 3 and up with adults and 
for adults. 



 
McLeod, Elaine. Lesson from Mother Earth. Illustrated by Colleen Wood. 

Goundwood Books, 2002. ISBN: 0-88899-312-9. Ages 3+. 
 

Middleton, Charlotte. Nibbles – A Green Tale. Marshall Cavendish 
Children’s, 2011. ISBN: 0761457917. Ages 4/5+. 
                                   Nibbles’ Garden – Another Green Tale. ISBN: 

9780761461340. Ages 4/5+. 
 

Morrison, Gordon. Nature in the Neighborhood.  Houghton Mifflin, 2004. 
ISBN: 0-618-35215-5. Ages 7+. 

                             Pond. Houghton Mifflin, 2002. ISBN: 0-618-10271-X. 
Ages 5+. 
 

Von Olfers, Sibylle. The Story of the Root Children. Floris Books, 2000. 
ISBN: 0-86315-106-X. Ages 3+. 

 
Watson, Jane Werner. Wonders of Nature.  Illustrated by Eloise Wilkin. 

Little Golden Books, 2010. ISBN: 978 0375854866. Ages 2+. 
 
Wood, Audrey. When the Root Children Wake Up. Illustrated by Ned 

Bittinger. Scholastic, 2002. ISBN: -0-590-42517-X. Ages 5+. 
 

 
 

STORIES ABOUT GARDENS AND GARDENING 

 

Anholt, Laurence. The Magical Garden of Claude Monet. Barron’s, 2003. 

ISBN: 0-7641-5574-1. Ages: 5+. 
 

Base, Graeme. Uno’s Garden. Abrams Books for Young Readers, 2006. 

ISBN: 0-8109-5473-7. Ages 5+. 
 

Berkes, Marianne. What’s in the Garden?. Illustrated by Chris Arbo. 
ISBN: 9781584491891. Ages 6+. 
 

Bjork, Christina. Linnea’s Windowsill Garden. R&S Books, 1988. ISBN: 
9121590647. Ages 8+. 

 
      Linnea’s Almanac. .R&S Books, 1989. ISBN: 9121591767. 

Ages: 7+. 
 
Brisson, Pat. Wanda’s Roses. Illustrated by Maryann Cocca-Leffler. 

Boyds Mills Press, 1994. ISBN: 1-56397-925-X. Ages 5+. 
 



Brown, Peter. The Curious Garden. Little, Brown Books for Young 
Readers 2009. ISBN: 978-0-316-01547-9. Ages 4+. 

 
Bunting, Eve. Flower Garden. Illustrated by Kathryn Hewitt. Harcourt, 

Inc, 1994. ISBN: 0-15-202372-0. Ages 2+. 
 
Cherry, Lynne. How Groundhog’s Garden Grew. Scholastic, 2003. ISBN: 

0-439-32371-1. Ages: 4+ 

 

Christensen, Bonnie. Plant a Little Seed. Roaring Brook Press, 2012. 
ISBN: 9781596435506. Ages 4+. 

 
Cole, Henry. Jack’s Garden. Greenwillow Books, 1995. ISBN: 0-688-
13501-3. Ages 4+ 

 
Coy, John. Two Old Potatoes and Me. Illustrated by Carolyn Fisher. 

Alfred A Knopf, 2003. ISBN: 0-375-82180-5. Ages 6+. 
 
DePaola, Tomie. Strega Nona’s Harvest. G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2009. ISBN: 

978-0-399-25291-4. Ages 3+. 
 

Doyle, Malachy. Jody’s Beans. Illustrated by Judith Allibone. Candlewick, 
1999. ISBN: 0-7636-1713-X. Ages 3+. 

 
Ering, Timothy Basil. The Story of Frog Belly Rat Bone. Candlewick Press, 
2003. ISBN: 0-7636-1382-7. Ages 5+. 

 
Fletcher, Ralph. Hello, Harvest Moon. Illustrated by Kate Kiesler. Clarion, 

2003. ISBN: 0618164510. Ages 5/6+. 
 
Galbraith, Kathryn ). Planting the Wild Garden. Illustrated by Wendy 

Anderson Halprin. Peachtree, 2010. ISBN: 1561455636. Ages 4/5+. 
 

George, Lindsay Barrett. In the Garden - Who’s Been Here?  Greenwillow 
Books, 2006. ISBN: 0-06-78762-7. Ages 3+. 

 
Henderson, Kathy. And the Good Brown Earth. Candlewick Press, 2003. 
ISBN: 0-7636-2301-6. Ages 4+. 

 
Henkes, Kevin. My Garden. Greenwillow Press, 2010. ISBN: 978-0-06-

171517-4. Ages 2+. 
 
Hoberman, Mary Ann. Whose Garden Is It?. Illustrated by Jane Dyer. 

Harcourt, Inc., 2004. ISBN: 0-15-2026312. Ages 4+. 
 



Malnor, Carol L. and Hunner, Trina L. Molly’s Organic Garden.. 
Illustrated by Trina L. Hunner. Dawn Publications, 2012. ISBN: 978-1-

58469-166-2. Ages 4+. 
 

Messner, Kate. Up in the Garden Down in the Dirt. Illustrated by 

Christopher Silas Neal. Chronicle Books, 2015. ISBN: 978-1452119366.  
Ages 5+. 
 

Middleton, Charlotte. Nibbles – A Green Tale. Marshall Cavendish 
Children, 2011. ISBN: 9780761457916. Ages 4/5+. 

                                  Nibble’s Garden – Another Green Tale. 2012. ISBN: 
9780761461340. Ages 4/5+. 

 
Oram, Hiawyn. Princess Chamomile’s Garden. Illustrated by Susan 
Varley. Dutton Children’s Books, 2000. ISBN: 0-525-46387-9. Ages 3+. 

 
Pattou, Edith. Mrs. Spritzer’s Garden. Illustrated by Tricia Tusa. Harcourt, 

Inc., 2001. ISBN: 978-0-15-201798-5. Ages 4+ 

 
Quattlebaum, Mary. Jo MacDonald Had a Garden. Illustrated by Laura J. 

Bryant. Dawn Publications, 2011. ISBN: 978-1-58469-164-8. Ages 3+. 
 

Ray, Deborah Kogan. Lily’s Garden. Roaring Book Press, 2002. ISBN: 0-
7613-2653-7. Ages 5+. 

 
Rockwell, Anne, One Bean. Walker Children, 1999. ISBN: 978 
0802775726. Ages 3+. 

 
Shannon, George. Busy in the Garden – Poems by George Shannon. 
Illustrated by Sam Williams. Greenwillow Books, 2006. ISBN: 0-06-
000464-9. Ages 2+. 
 

Stewart, Sarah. The Gardener. Illustrated by David Small. Farrar, Straus 
& Giroux 1997. ISBN: 9780374325176. Ages: 4+. 

 
  
 

 
 

 
STORIES ABOUT SOIL AND SOIL LIFE 

 

Cronin, Doreen. Diary of a Worm. Illustrated by Harry Bliss. 

HarperCollins Publications, 2003. ISBN: 0-06-000151-8. Ages 4+. 
 



Fleming, Denise. Under Ground. Beach Lane Books, 2012. ISBN: 978- 1-
4424-5882-6. Ages 2+. 

 
French, Vivian. Yucky Worms. Illustrated by Jessica Ahlberg. Candlewick 

Press, 2010. ISBN: 978-0-7636-4446-8. Ages 5+. 
 
Lackner, Michelle Myers. Toil in the Soil. Illustrated by Daniel Powers. 

The Millbrook Press, 2001. ISBN:0-7613-1807-0. Ages 4+ 
 

 

POLLINATORS - BEES 

 

Gibbons, Gail. The Honey Maker. Morrow Junior Books, 1997. ISBN: 0-

688-11386-9. Ages 5+. 
 
Huber, Raymond. Flight of the Honey Bee. Illustrated by Brian Lovelock. 

Candlewick Press, 2013. ISBN: 978-0-7636-6760-3. Ages 4/5+. 
 
Polacco, Patricia. The Bee Tree. Puffin Books, 1998 (reprint). ISBN: 978-

0698116962. Ages 4+. 
 

Renberg, Dalia Hardof. King Solomon and the Bee. Illustrated by Ruth 
Keller. Crocodile Books, 2010. ISBN: 978-1566568159. Ages 5+. 

 
Sayre, April Pulley. The Bumblebee Queen. Illustrated by Patricia J. 
Wynne. Charlesbridge, 2006. ISBN: 978-1-57091-363-1. Ages 5/6 +. 

 
 

NON-FICTION SELECTION 
 

Dowden, Anne Ophelia. From Fruit to Flower. Sandpiper, 1994 (softcover).    

ISBN: 987-039568944-8. Ages 9+. 
                                       The Clover and the Bee – A Book of Pollination. 
HarperCollins, 1990. ISBN: 978-0690046793. Ages 9+. 
                                      The Blossom on the Bough – A Book of Trees. 
Houghton Mifflin, 1994. ISBN: 978-0395683750. Ages 9+. 

 
Gibbons, Gail. The Vegetables We Eat. Holiday House, 2008. ISBN: 978-                                             

0823421534. Ages 5+. 
                        From Seed to Plant. Holiday House, 1993. ISBN: 978-  

0823410255. 
Ages 5+. 
                       Corn. Holiday House, 2009. ISBN: 978-0823422456.  Ages 

6+. 
                       Tell Me Tree. Little Brown, 2002. ISBN: 978-0316309035. 

Ages 5+. 



                       Marshes and Swamps. Holiday House, 1999. ISBN: 978-
0823415151. Ages 6+. 

                       Apples. Holiday House, 2001. ISBN: 978-0823416691. 
Ages 5+. 

                      Pumpkin Book. Holiday House, 2000. ISBN: 978-
0823416364. Ages 6+. 

 
Helbrough, Emma. How Flowers Grow. Usborne Publishers, Ltd., 2003. 
ISBN: 9780794513405. Ages 3 -8. 

 
Koch, Maryjo. Seed. Leaf, Flower, Fruit. Smithmark Publishers, 1999. 

ISBN: 978-0765107633. Ages 5 to adult. 
 
Macken, Joann Early. Illustrated by Pam Paparone. Flip, Float, Fly – 
Seeds on the Move. Holiday House, 2008. ISBN: 978 0823420438. Ages 
5+. 

 
Roemer, Heidi Bee. What Kinds of Seeds Are These? Northwoods Books 

for Young Readers, 2006. ISBN: 1559719559. Ages 3/4+. 
 
Robbins, Ken. Seeds. Atheneum Books for Young Readers. ISBN:0 689 

85041 7. 
 

Tierra, Lesley. A Kid’s Herb Book for Children of All Ages. Robert Reed 
Publishers, 2010. ISBN: 1885003366. Ages ¾ and up with adults. 

 
Various authors and publishers of books titled: Meat-Eating Plants. 
  

Numerous science series, including: 
Amazing Science Picture Window 
A+ Books: Science Starts 
Growing Things – Picture Window Books 
Introducing Living Things – Bobby Kalman 

Let’s-Read-and-Find-Out Science – various authors 

Pebble Books – Mari Schuh 

Plant Parts Series – Vijaya Bodach 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 


